


In three types of campaign activities: working for a party
or political candidate, trying to persuade others to vote
for or against a candidate, or contributing money to a
campaign, blacks have participated at greater or at equal
rates with whites and Hispanics in the past 12 months.

Blacks are twice as likely to have worked for a political
candidate (14%) than whites (7%) and Hispanics (7%).
Both blacks and whites have tried to persuade others to
vote at roughly same rates - 39% and 38% respectively.
The rates for Hispanics are lower - only a quarter (25%)
report trying to persuade others to vote for or against

a candidate. And in a campaign year that has broken
records for the amount of money raised by presidential
candidates, blacks have been contributing money to
campaigns at a greater rate than other groups. 31% of
blacks report giving money to a candidate compared to
21% of whites - a difference of 10 percentage points.
16% of Hispanics reported contributing to a political
campaign in the past year.

runaits, journalists, activists, and public intellectuals
have been debating since the start of the presidential
election season whether Obama's campaign has paid suf-
ficient attention to issues that are important to the black
community. Some have argued that the Obama cam-
paign's "race-neutral” approach has pushed issues that
are important to black Americans off the public agenda.
Others have argued that Obama's focus on issues that
are universal to all Americans- such as the candidate’s
approach to healthcare, the economy, and education

- benefits everyone, including blacks. Still others ar-
gue that Obama is avoiding discussing issues of special
concerns to blacks because of political expediency. Some
have speculated that discussing these issues would risk
Obama alienating white voters.

The CAAPS/ABC Survey reveals surprising and unex-
pected responses to the question on whether Obama is
avoiding issues important to blacks. When asked, "do
you think as a candidate Obama has been mostly ad-
dressing issues of special concern to African-Americans,
or mostly avoiding those issues," blacks are far more
likely to agree that Obama has been addressing issues of
concern, more so than whites and Hispanics.
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Almost three-quarters of blacks (71%) think Obama
has been addressing issues of special concern to them
compared to nearly a third of whites (32%) and 43%
of Hispanics. Indeed, a plurality of whites (39%) and
nearly a third of Hispanics (31%) think that Obama
has been avoiding discussing issues of special concern
to blacks. Only 16% of blacks believe Obama has been
avoiding black issues.

There are at least three possibilities for why Obama is
overwhelmingly perceived by blacks to be addressing is-
sues that are important to them. First, blacks may see is-
sues and policy positions by the Obama campaign - such
as healthcare, public education, an expanding economy

- as issues that are important to the interests and con-
cerns of black communities. Second, many blacks may
perceive Obama's comments and speeches on black
responsibility as the candidate's attempt at addressing is-
sues of special concern to them. Third, the extraordinary
levels of support for Obama among blacks might also be
hindering criticism of the candidate, especially any criti-
cism that highlights the shortcomings of the candidate’s
relationship to the black community.

When the CAAPS/ABC Poll asked those respondents
who thought that Obama was avoiding black issues to
explain why, most attributed the candidate's avoidance
not to neglect or political expediency but to his at-
tempts to reach beyond race. 56% believe that Obama
is attempting to transcend racial issues while nearly a
third (32%) think he is avoiding black issues because he
knows it would be unpopular with white voters. Only
4% thought that Obama is just not concerned about
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An overwhelming majority of whites (91%) place their
national identity over their racial identity. This find-

ing is not surprising since whites are the majority racial
group in the United States and therefore their identity as
whites has historically been connected to what it means
to be an American. Only 4% of whites place being white
above being American. Blacks and Hispanics are evenly
split in where they place their racial and national identi-
ty. 45% of blacks think of themselves as black first while
46% think of themselves as American first. Similarly,
42% of Hispanics think of themselves as Hispanic first,
while 50% think of themselves as American first.

Responses to previous survey questions on the impor<
tance blacks give to racial and national identity suggests
that blacks may be developing a stronger sense of na-
tional identity. That is, blacks' racial identity, which has
been important to their understanding of politics and
their motivations for political activism, may be becom-
ing more complex as other identities - including national
identities - compete with racial identities.

Two World Values Surveys, one in 1995 and the other in
2000, asked respondents in the United States which best
describes them: were they "above all" Hispanic Ameri-
can, Black American, White American, Asian Ameri-
can, or were they American first and a member of their
racial or ethnic group second. The response of blacks to
this question in 1995 shows that approximately three-
quarters of blacks (76%) identify themselves as Black
American first and 18% choose to perceive themselves
as American first. By 2000 there was a marginal shift of
4%, with blacks identifying more as American (22%)
than Black American.

In the CAAPS/ABC Survey blacks' response to the
question is evenly divided between the two categories.
For blacks it might be that Obama's campaign theme of
cross-racial unity and his emphasis on breaking beyond
barriers that keep Americans separate, may be influ-
encing a heightened sense of nationalism. It is unclear
whether the increases in the level of national pride are
short-term or long-term. If Obama loses the race it will
be telling if this sense of national identity expressed
among half the black population is sustained or if
Obama wins whether blacks' feelings of national pride
continue to surge.

1he survey indicates that blacks are far more likely

to report that they have personally experienced racial
discrimination. Nearly 60% of blacks report that they
are either often or occasionally discriminated against
because of their race (compared to 41% of Hispanics
and 14% of whites). However, nearly a quarter of blacks
(23%) report that they have never experienced racial
discrimination.

This history of racial discrimination in the United States
and contemporary experiences of discrimination among
at least three-quarters of the black population (who
perceive that they are either often, occasionally, or rarely
discriminated against) contributes to feelings of unity
among blacks. Indeed, 70% of blacks in the survey agree
that there is a "black experience” in America compared
to 20 % who do not believe such an experience exists.
And a majority of blacks (64%) believed their individual
fate in the United States is linked to the destiny of all
blacks. When asked "do you think what happens gener-
ally to black people in this country will have something
to do with what happens in your life," 64% of blacks an-
swered affirmatively. Nearly a third of blacks (32%) felt
that they did not share their fate with blacks as a group.

This sentiment in the black population has been remark-
ably stable for at least twenty-four years when it was

first asked in the 1984 National Black Election (NBES).
It was asked in subsequent NBES surveys in 1988 and
1996. In 1984 and 1988 - both years when Jesse Jackson
ran for the Democratic Party's presidential nominee -
64% of blacks reported sharing a similar fate with other
blacks, the exact proportion reported in the CAAPS/














